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Here are the books that help teach Shakespeare plays without the teacher constantly needing to

explain and define Elizabethan terms, slang, and other ways of expression that are different from

our own. Each play is presented with Shakespeare's original lines on each left-hand page, and a

modern, easy-to-understand "translation" on the facing right-hand page. All dramas are complete,

with every original Shakespearian line, and a full-length modern rendition of the text. These

invaluable teaching-study guides also include: 1. Helpful background information that puts each play

in its historical perspective. 2. Discussion questions that teachers can use to spark student class

participation, and which students can use as springboards for their own themes and term papers. 3.

Fact quizzes, sample examinations, and other features that improve student comprehension of what

each play is about.
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There are many reasons for the popularity of Shakespeare's "A Midsummer Night's Dream", not the

least among them is the almost unique joining of the humorous misuse of language (by the

tradesman actors) and the utter beauty of language and expression (by Puck, Oberon, and Titania).

One usually gets a farce of language or an attempt at the sublime. Here the music of the two

enriches both.How can one put together these four disparate plotlines into such a wonderful whole?

The quartet of lovers and their mixed and varied attentions forms the basis of the plot in the comedy

and it is a delightful enough farce. The squabble of Demitrius and Lysander over Hermia while



Helena pines over Demitrius, Oberon and Titania's argument over one of her servants and Oberon's

use of Puck to manipulate Titania's affections including Puck's mistaken application of Oberon's

potion to Lysander's eyes, the pending marriage of Thesus and Hippolyta, and the wonderfully,

magically awful play being put on by the tradesman for the nobles. Putting all this into a wonderful

whole is an achievement that I believe is unmatched.I do want to say that this play has suffered a

great deal in our sex obsessed age. We have foisted on this play an eroticism that it does not claim

for itself nor display. While the "adult" couples (Thesus & Hippolyta, Oberon & Titania) interact and

talk in ways that include that aspect of their lives, the youthful couples always talk and act in ways

that are concerned with propriety and modesty. Bottom is hardly the lust blinded brute depicted in

modern productions. He is much more interested in eating and chatting with his Fairy friends than

Titania.
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